(Questioning) Authority in Wikimedia Projects by Wacha, Megan
City University of New York (CUNY) 
CUNY Academic Works 
Events Library Association of the City University of New York 
2016 
(Questioning) Authority in Wikimedia Projects 
Megan Wacha 
CUNY Central 
How does access to this work benefit you? Let us know! 
More information about this work at: https://academicworks.cuny.edu/lacuny_events/9 
Discover additional works at: https://academicworks.cuny.edu 
This work is made publicly available by the City University of New York (CUNY). 
Contact: AcademicWorks@cuny.edu 
(Questioning) Authority  
in Wikimedia Projects 
Megan Wacha, User:Megs 
April 15, 2016 















Adapted from Klein, Maximilian (2013).“VIAF Data in Wikipedia & Wikidata” 
Wikidata’s Goals 
•  Centralize interwiki links 
•  Centralize infoboxes 
•  Provide an interface for rich queries 
•  Structure the sum of all human knowledge 
Wikidata is: 
•  Free (CC-0) 
•  Collaborative 
•  Multilingual 
•  A secondary database (sources!) 
•  Structured data 
•  Support for Wikimedia projects 
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Some things to know 
•  Each item and property has its own page 
•  Claims are triplets 
•  A claim is only part of a statement 
•  Properties are items used on claims, not items 
•  Ranks are useful for identifying outdated claims 
•  References provide source of claim 
Some things to know: 
Wikipedia articles link to Wikidata items 
Some things to know: 
Search suggests aliases or labels 
Some things to know: 
To find a property, prefix search with P:  
Some things to know: 
To find a property, look at the list  

